
Foreword
Dear pupils, students, parents, carers and our extended community,

As I write this foreword I am full of optimism and positive thoughts for the future.  However, when I look 
back over the past year, it is tinged with sadness for all of the suffering caused by the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Tuesday 23rd  March marked the first anniversary of UK lockdown.  As a whole school community, we 
supported the National Day of Reflection.  We showed our respect by observing a minute silence for those 
who lost their lives to Covid-19 and also ‘stood together’ with those both local and around the World who 
are sadly grieving.

Pupils and students spent time discussing how people have helped each other during the past year. They 
spoke of how our wonderful NHS continue to be so magnificent, sacrificing so much, in order to help so 
many.  Pupils and students were also encouraged to discuss someone who has helped them during this 
time.  Moments of reflection like this are so important.

The size of this newsletter is unfortunately a sad reflection on how school 
life has temporarily changed.  We always pride ourselves on having so 
many clubs, activities and school trips that do so much to enrich the 
lives of our young people.  Covid-19 has meant we have had to cancel 
or postpone the majority of our enrichment curriculum.  That said, we 
still have a few items to share with you in this edition and I hope that our 
next newsletter will be a bumper edition.

Although we must all continue to follow the rules set out by the 
government, there is a lot to be hopeful for.  I am proud of how our pupils 
and students have coped over the past year and I am equally impressed 
this term by their focus on learning since they returned to school.  It is 
now vital they maintain this in order to accelerate their progress next 
term and finish the year on a high note.  We will endeavour to take all 
the positives of the last year and become better than we were before.

I wish you all an enjoyable and happy Easter holiday.

Very best wishes,

Mr Luckhurst, Principal
          @DrapersPrincipl
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Wishing you all a good Easter holiday. We look forward to welcoming the pupils back to school on
Monday 19th April 2021



Wellbeing
Drapers’ Academy remains committed to ensuring that the health and wellbeing of our pupils is a priority. 
As a school, we created wellbeing lessons that went live to all students via FROG on Friday 5th March. 
The lessons discuss the importance of sleep, safe ways of connecting with others, what the outward signs 
of mental health are and information on how to sustain positive wellbeing. Each lesson was designed to 
demonstrate strategies that pupils can practice and provide information on where pupils can access advice 
and guidance. Looking after our wellbeing is fundamental, especially in these challenging times, so I would 
advise pupils to revisit the wellbeing activity list and complete some of the tasks over the Easter break. I 
would like to thank everyone who supported the school during the PSHE drop down day on Mental Health 
and Wellbeing and I hope the activities prove useful to our pupils over the half term.

Miss Dove, Teacher of Humanities

University Applications
The majority of students in our Sixth Form apply for university. 
In the current Year 13 67 out of 71 students have applied thus 
far. 

Out of these 67 students, 47 have received all of the decisions 
from their universities and have moved on with their applications 
to confirm their Firm and Insurance choices. The most popular 
subjects that our students have applied for include; Business 
and Economics, Law, Medicine, Computer Science, English 
and Psychology. 5 students have selected their Firm Offer at 
our sponsor University, QMUL. One student has an offer to read 
History at Queens College, Cambridge. 

The students who have not applied to university have been 
supported by the Careers Team in their quest to find work or 
Apprenticeships positions after they complete their studies. 

During lockdown QMUL delivered a number of presentations 
to Year 12 in order to help them start to consider their options 
after the Sixth Form. This has continued since our return. We 
are currently planning the Futures Week that will be delivered 
to Year 12 during June. Students are also using Unifrog to 
research their future options, write their CVs and plan ahead. 

We have had 294 Year 11 students apply to the Sixth Form. 214 
are external students and 84 are from Drapers’ Academy. The 
Sixth Form team have interviewed these students to ensure that 
their choice of A Levels corresponds with their career intentions. 
Sixth Form staff have advised students using Unifrog and have 
given career advice too. We are currently planning an Induction 
Event in June where students will have the opportunity to 
(hopefully) visit the Academy, meet their teachers and have 
taster lessons. From this we will then set work to be completed 
during the summer weeks in preparation for the students starting 
their A Level studies with us in September.

Mr Bryant, Head of Sixth Form



Covid Testing – Pupils Return to School
When the Academy reopened, we begun by testing all pupils before they re-started face to face lessons.  A 
group of 26 staff had volunteered to be part of the testing team and prior to re-opening, completed training 
and several practices of testing before the process began.

The testing programme was a great success.  The 
team carried out over 3,200 lateral flow tests.  Most 
pupils took part in the programme and had one test 
before they started attending lessons and two further 
tests over a two week period.  In total, there were 
just 5 positive cases over the testing period and swift 
identification of these allowed us to identify those who 
had to self-isolate.  It was a tremendous achievement 
and contributed successfully no doubt to the spread of 
the virus.

On completion of the programme, pupils were issues 
with Home Test Kits to continue the testing programme 
at home, testing twice weekly on a Sunday and 
Wednesday evening.  The home testing continues and pupils have been given kits to test over the Easter 
holiday and before they return to school on Monday 19th April.  Participation in this process is so important 
to keep pupils, their families and the community safe.  Thank you to everybody for their efforts.

Mrs Monk, Vice Principal



Drapers’ Academy Celebrates A Virtual World Book Day!
World Book Day is one of the highlights of our year at Drapers’ Academy. We love the annual celebration of 
authors, books and the joy of reading. While this year was slightly different due to lockdown, we had plenty 
of fun and enjoyed getting creative with our 2021 virtual celebrations.  

The theme for World Book Day 2021 was ‘reading is power’. In pursuit of this, we encouraged our pupils 
and students to harness the power of books in a number of ways. Firstly, during their remote lessons on 
Thursday 4th March, staff shared with their classes extracts from empowering texts. Not only was this a 
great opportunity to share different books and authors with our students but it was also a way to encourage 
more of our students to read during lockdown. 

We also launched the Drapers’ Academy Virtual Library on World Book Day via a virtual reading assembly. 
Access to books was a challenge during the pandemic and to overcome this teachers at the Academy 
recorded extracts from their favourite books to be shared and enjoyed. In total we collected over twenty-five 
recordings for our Virtual Library including non-fiction and fiction texts spanning a diverse range of authors 
and genres. Pupils and students were given access to the recordings via Frog. The Virtual library continues 
to grow and currently our literacy ambassadors are recording their extracts which will be added after the 
Easter break.

Finally, to add some fun and cheer, there was a ‘Shelfie-Selfie’ competition. Staff at Drapers’ Academy 
submitted a photograph of their book shelves along with a ‘selfie’ or bitmoji image. Students were tasked 
with the challenge of matching the ‘shlefie to the selfie’. This was much harder than it sounded especially 
as so many teachers had similar books. The winning students all received a certificate and a book prize in 
celebration.

Overall, the virtual celebrations were enjoyed by staff and students alike. Remember, we can enjoy books 
and all things reading every day. Don’t forget to get your daily dose of twenty minutes’ reading time. 

Miss Morgan, Teacher of Humanities



Carnegie Book Shadowing
The Carnegie Medal is the longest and most prestigious literary award for a book published for young adults 
in the UK and authors call it ‘the one they want to win’. The award itself is judged by adults but running 
parallel is the Carnegie Shadowing Scheme. This is where groups of young adults in schools across the 
country read and discuss the eight shortlisted titles and vote for their own winner. 

This year our year 9 Literacy Ambassadors: Jacob Owsely, Saffa Riaz, Fred Ayeni, Seta Samimi, Maia 
McSweeney and Noah steer, are leading on the Carnegie Shadowing Scheme. They have started to read 
the eight shortlisted book and following the Easter break, the Literacy Ambassadors will review the books 
and record an extract for the Virtual Library... 

This year’s selection of books is particularly interesting. There is a distinct emphasis on diversity which our 
students find engaging.

The overall winner of the Carnegie Medal will be announced on 18th June 2021 and the the Shadowers’ 
Choice Awards takes place 24th May to 4th June.  

We have several copies of each of the eight shortlisted books in the library. Please come and read for 
yourself.

Miss Morgan, Teacher of Humanities

Comic Relief
On Friday 19th March, we held a whole school non-uniform 
day, in aid of Comic Relief. Pupils were allowed to dress down 
for the day, in return for a suggested donation of £1.

In total, we raised a staggering total of over £790!

Thank you to all who took part and contributed to our non-
uniform day fundraiser, raising money for this worth cause!

Mr Luck, Acting Assistant Vice Principal


