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Newsletter 27th November 2020 

I apologise for the inconvenience caused with our 
closure. Please be reassured that myself, staff, 
Governors, and the Drapers’ MAT are doing all we 
can to ensure that we reopen Friday 4th December to 
most pupils and continue to offer an education to all 
our pupils. We must follow Public Health England’s 
guidance and if staff are isolating, we then must 
ensure the school is able to run effectively with staff 
left onsite. As the number of positive cases of COVID 
19 Havering rises, we cannot rule out this needing 
to happen again but will where possible reduce the 
number of classes and pupils needing to be out of 
school. We will ensure teachers support and set 
home learning when your child is not in school. 
 
If you have received a letter to inform you that your 
child needs to be off school due to staff shortages 
then they should return on Friday 4th December and 
there is no need for them to follow the rules for self-
isolating. 
 
 If you have received a letter to say that your child 
must self-isolate due to a possible contact, then 
they should return to school on Wednesday 9th 
December and they must follow the Government 
guidelines for self-isolating. 
 

Our theme for this Half Term is Celebrating 
Difference and understanding the school value 
‘Compassion’. Pupils came to school in non-school 
uniform to show support for the Children in Need 
charity. Pupils have watched educational videos and 
taken part in discussions about how the charity 
supports vulnerable families. Pupils then took part 
in Anti-Bullying week with daily activities to enable 
them to ‘Unite Against Bullying’. Our pupils continue 
to respect themselves, each other and our 
environment and visitors to our school agree: The 
Health Team who administered Flu Vaccinations 
commented that “the children at Drapers’ Pyrgo 
were very polite and the school is lovely and 
welcoming – a school that we would love our 

children to have attended” and our recent Ofsted 
Visitors also commented on how positive the pupils 
and school were despite the current challenges 
being faced. Please read the Ofsted Letter on our 
website or in your ParentMail. 

Christmas at Pyrgo 

Due to the current pandemic, Christmas will be 

slightly different this year.  

Unfortunately, we are unable to distribute 

cards to other classes this year and will be 

unable to use our Christmas post-box.  We 

therefore ask that the children only bring in 

cards for their class. Class lists will be on MS 

Teams. 

Christmas Dinner and Christmas Jumper day 

will be held on Friday 11th December. We ask 

for donations in aid of Save The Children £1 per 

family if you are able. 

We have booked a virtual Pantomime of ‘Jack 

and the Beanstalk’. Every child will be invited to 

watch this with their class and teacher. 

Year Two pupils will be enjoying an afternoon 

with a Children’s Entertainer on Thursday 11th 

December. 

Instead of our usual Nativity Concerts, classes 

will record a Christmas song which parents will 

be able to view – details will be sent separately. 

Class Christmas parties will go ahead as normal 

on Friday 17th December. Pupils can come to 

school in non-school uniform and we ask for £1 

donations (per family) to support us to buy 

food and prizes. 

 

We also have it on good authority that a special 

visitor is still planning to visit our EYFS and KS1! 



 
 
Free school Meals – Havering Council will be providing 
£30 per child for pupils resident in Havering for the 
Christmas Break please apply at Coronavirus (Covid 19) 
| The London Borough Of Havering  

Autumn Term Dates 

Monday 7th September 2020 – Friday 18th December 
Pupils return on Tuesday 5th January 2021 

 
It is extremely important that the 
office has all your correct contact 
details as well as further contacts for 

us to call if you have any emergencies. This is even more 
important with the COVID-19 situation. Please email or 
call the school office updated contacts and we will 
ensure these are added to your child’s records.  
 
Remote Learning 

 
If your child is at home self- isolating and not able to 
attend school, or school is closed due to staff shortages, 
we are using MS Teams to set work. You should have 
been sent a login page with all the additional passwords 
and websites that can also support your child’s home 
learning. Click on the REMOTE LEARNING button of the 
website for more information. We have purchased 
books for pupils who do not have access to the internet 
or devices. In addition, weekly Homework for all pupils 
will be uploaded to the website on the HOMEWORK 
Button and will also be sent via Parentmail. Please email  

teamshelp@draperspyrgo.com  
if you need help with home learning log ins. 
 

 

We are pleased to announce that we raised 
an amazing £440! 

                     

 

The October fancy dress raised £330.  This will be put 
towards the costs of homework and home learning books. 
We would like to thank you for all your support. 
 

 If you or your child has been affected by 
COVID 19 or have any other concerns 
and would like support, please contact 
our Home School Support Workers, Deb 
Ambler and Maxine Baxter 07709 

621665 or speak to your child’s class teacher. We are 
here to help. 
 

 

COVID 19 News  

Our Risk Assessment for COVID 19 is on our website - 

this is a live document and amendments are inevitable 

as Government and LA guidance changes.     

London is in Tier 2, and we are taking extra precautions 

in school and when visiting our site.  We request that 

parents and carers wear face coverings (unless you are 

exempt from wearing a mask or face covering) when 

entering the school grounds to drop off and collect 

pupils.  

We are not able to distribute Birthday Sweets from 

home so please do not ask our staff to do this. I 

appreciate that earlier in the term some may have 

done this, but it is on our Risk Assessment not to now.  

https://covid19.nhs.uk/ this link will take you to the NHS 

help page where you can download the Test and Trace 

App as well as get UpToDate information. 

We continue to ask that all parents and carers complete 
the Daily Covid Questionnaire before leaving home as 
we will not permit any child (or member of household) 
in school if they have any of the following symptoms; 

A new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot, 
for more than an hour or having three or more 
coughing episodes in 24 hours  

A high temperature – meaning that you feel hot to 
touch on your chest or back  

A loss of sense of taste or smell – meaning you cannot 
smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste 
different to normal 

Do not send your child to school if anyone in their 
immediate household has had a test and is awaiting 
results or they have been told to isolate due to close 
contact of someone who has tested positive.  

Please inform the school on 01708 342165 or via email 
office@draperspyrgo.com of any absence. If you need to 
let us know about a positive case of COVID 19 out of 
school hours (including the weekends) please call 07709 
621665 

If you suspect your child may have the virus, you should 
keep them off school and have them tested as soon as 
possible – and your child, as well as the rest of the 
household and anyone in your support bubble, should 
self-isolate until you receive the results. 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-
19/testing-and-tracing/get-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-
coronavirus/ or call 111 
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